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ry should be evaluated at regular intervals, and some monitoring of
concentration levels for specific substances may be required in question-
able cases.

DISPOSAL OF WASTE SUBSTANCES

Some laboratories currently dispose of waste substances by pouring them
down the drain or by placing them in drums to be buried in a landfill by an
outside contractor. Such indiscriminate disposal is unacceptable and is
being curtailed by a combination of local, state, and federal regulations. It
is important that an institutional safety plan provide for the regular
disposal of waste chemicals. Waste from individual laboratories should be
removed at intervals of not more than 1 week to a central waste disposal
storage area and then removed from that area at regular intervals. The
most practical alternative for removal of combustible material is to
construct or contract for access to an incinerator that is capable of
incinerating chemical and biological waste materials in an environmentally
acceptable manner. The institutional plan for this type of disposal must
include consideration of what materials can be incinerated, how they are to
be collected and stored, and their mode of transport to the incinerator.

LITERATURE AND CONSULTING ADVICE

Literature (see Sections I.E.4,1.A. 18, and I.H.7) and consulting advice on
laboratory safety and on the physic&l and biological hazards of chemicals
should be readily available to those responsible for laboratory operations
and those actually involved. Laboratory workers should be encouraged to
read about the potential hazards of the work going on in their laboratory
and to know about the availability of various resources that describe safe
operating conditions. This literature should be available in a form that is
readily accessible both to those responsible for laboratory operations and
to laboratory workers themselves.

Although a substantial number of people who have expertise in
laboratory safety are employed by large chemical companies and by
private consulting firms, such persons are not often found in academic
institutions. Because modifications of certain safety facilities (e.g., ventila-
tion systems, waste disposal systems) can be very expensive, such
modifications should not be undertaken until advice has been sought from
persons qualified to make recommendations. The alternatives for an
academic institution are either to hire an appropriately qualified person as
the institutional safety coordinator or to hire appropriate consultants as